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Introduction 
Today’s business and economic climate present enormous challenges to 
organizations. Companies are under increasing pressure to cut costs, streamline 
processes, and improve efficiency while also improving customer loyalty and 
strengthening vendor relations. Demands for speed, security, and reliability in 
communications as well as regulatory compliance requirements turn up the 
pressure. To remain competitive and profitable in this environment, companies 
have invested in Oracle products to improve business processes and bring them 
closer to their customers and suppliers. 

Oracle systems generate a high volume of information in the form of transactional 
documents. These documents are the basis for interactions with customers and 
suppliers, dictate business cycles, and can determine profitability or failure. As a 
result, it is crucial for organizations to efficiently and cost-effectively distribute 
critical business documents to customers and suppliers in a timely and reliable 
manner. Companies that take advantage of production fax and electronic 
document distribution capabilities to distribute documents can further extend the 
process efficiencies of an Oracle infrastructure while reducing costs and 
improving response times, thus significantly impacting overall business 
performance. 

This white paper examines how companies can extend the business process 
efficiency gains achieved with Oracle by automating Oracle document 
distribution. It presents production fax and electronic document delivery as a 
powerful tool for automating information delivery while improving efficiency, 
supporting compliance, and reducing costs. This white paper also presents the 
innovative line of scalable Open Text Fax Server, RightFax Edition solutions, 
showing how they integrate with Oracle applications and provide certified, low-
cost, real-time, automated document delivery via fax, email, certified email, and 
encrypted PDF with options for Short Messaging Service (SMS). 
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The Challenge: Efficiently Distributing 
Information Generated in Oracle Applications 
Oracle solutions provide the foundation to enable end-to-end business processes 
so companies can perform at top efficiency. They allow organizations to connect 
and automate the flow of business processes across an organization to 
streamline areas such as procurement, order fulfillment, marketing, sales, 
manufacturing, financials, and human resources. All these business processes 
generate volumes of valuable information in the form of documents—purchase 
orders, invoices, bills of lading, and confirmations—to name a few. This 
information is vital to running business operations, maintaining customer loyalty, 
and ensuring a healthy bottom line. 

While Oracle solutions are designed to automate core business processes and 
improve the efficiency of generating data for business documents, they are not 
designed to distribute documents to customers and suppliers. Instead, 
organizations revert to printing documents and manually delivering their business 
information to their customers and suppliers across multiple communication 
channels. These methods, including mail, overnight services, and manual fax are 
costly, time-consuming, unsecure, and inefficient. They drag on company 
resources and do not fully take advantage of Oracle or the latest technologies for 
streamlining Oracle document distribution and receipt. 
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Fax Server Advantages for  
Oracle Document Delivery 
Fax Server solutions are an ideal component of a company’s strategy to increase 
performance and extend process automation efficiencies by automating Oracle 
document delivery. Some of the advantages of implementing Fax Server: 

Certified and proven technology from a Certified  
Solutions Partner 

As the industry leader and recognized innovator, Open Text Fax and Document 
Distribution Group has been providing proven and reliable document delivery 
capabilities for Oracle users since 1994. As an Oracle Certified Partner, Fax and 
Document Distribution Group is the only software company in its category with a 
joint development relationship with Oracle. In fact, integration code for Fax Server 
is included the Oracle E-Business Suite foundation to allow for seamless 
integration with Oracle Purchasing 11i. The extensive collaboration, testing and 
integration between the two companies ensure that Fax Server implementations 
are technologically sound investments today and in the future. 

Return on investment  

Fax Server is designed to reduce overhead costs by providing flexible production 
fax and electronic document distribution options that eliminate the costs 
associated with manual delivery and receipt processes. In addition, Fax Server 
intelligent Least-cost Routing, along with scheduled and Internet delivery options 
can further enhance the savings potential by reducing or eliminating long-
distance phone charges. The table below illustrates the cost savings companies 
can realize.  
 

Cost savings in US dollars using Fax Server to automate document delivery from Oracle* 

Number of pages faxed 100 200 300 500 1,000 

Mail cost per page $1.20 $1.20 $1.20 $1.20 $1.20 

Dost if mailed $120.00 $240.00 $360.00 $600.00 $1,200.00 

Fax Server cost per page $0.10 $0.10 $0.10 $0.10 $0.10 

Cost if faxed $10.00 $20.00 $30.00 $50.00 $100.00 

Monthly savings $2,200.00 $4,400.00 $6,600.00 $11,000.0
0 

$22,000.00 

*Based on averages of intrastate and interstate phone rates at various times during the day. 
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Support for XML and Java  

Fax Server provides the option to extend the Fax Server using the Fax Server 
XML Interface and the Fax Server Java API for companies that want ultimate 
flexibility. These technologies provide powerful, flexible tools for integrating or 
customizing solutions specific to an organization’s document delivery needs and 
environment. They also allow more rapid implementation. 

The Fax Server XML Interface allows organizations whose applications produce 
XML to integrate production fax and electronic document delivery capabilities with 
these applications and enable queries, notifications, and other actions. 

Advanced Notification  

Fax Server is equipped to dynamically notify senders of the status of their 
documents. Fax Server provides numerous host notification options depending 
on the Fax Server package and customer requirements. For example, 
notifications can be sent to the document originator whether that is a host 
system, email address, or other application. Notification methods include email 
(Microsoft® Exchange Server, IBM Lotus Notes SMTP), File Transfer Protocol 
(FTP), Line Printer (LPR), WinPopup, TCP/IP sockets, HLLAPI and IBM MQ 
Series, directly to Oracle via Open Database Connectivity, among others. 
Notifications can also be customized to include a variety of information. 

Security  

Traditional delivery methods (postage, overnight services, and manual fax) all risk 
noncompliance to a host of regulatory guidelines. They also jeopardize 
information confidentiality, since information must be printed and can be lost, 
misrouted, or viewed by an unintended recipient. For companies that take 
advantage of Fax Server, confidential documents are sent in real-time directly 
from the application to the intended recipient in whatever format the recipient 
requests. This eliminates many security concerns associated with error-prone 
manual processes and supports regulatory compliance. 

Fax Server also provides options that make it possible for users to transmit 
confidential documents to customers and partners as certified email or as secure 
encrypted files. Documents digitally encrypted require passwords to access them, 
so they cannot be read if intercepted on the network. In addition, a certified 
delivery feature is available that allows users to verify the receipt of a sent 
document and the time it was accessed by the recipient. This functionality is 
included with Open Text Fax Server, RightFax Enterprise Integration Edition. 

Internet Delivery  

Fax Server can deliver documents via the Internet to eliminate long-distance 
phone charges. The Fax Server Enterprise Integration Server package provides 
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Internet delivery capabilities as part of the package bundle; with other packages 
the Fax Server InternetLink Module is required. 

A Modular and Scalable Solution  

Highly scalable and modular, Fax Server provides a broad set of electronic fax 
and document distribution alternatives that can be leveraged across the 
enterprise, including email modules for IBM Lotus Notes and Exchange that 
extend fax delivery to the end-user’s inbox. Companies can start small and add 
more capability and capacity to expand beyond their Oracle implementation to 
provide faxing and electronic document distribution from desktops and other 
enterprise applications. 
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Overview: How Fax Server Works to 
Automate Document Delivery from Oracle 
Fax Server utilizes a four-phase workflow process for automating Oracle document 
delivery. 

Phase one: Data capture 

The first phase involves capturing and recognizing the Oracle data. Fax Server is 
able to recognize and receive data through an extensive list of data recognition 
tools regardless of how customers prefer to send data from their Oracle 
environment. These include powerful FCL production embedded codes, a data 
recognition filter, XML, COM, and Java interfaces.  
 

Phase One: Powerful Fax 
Server tools and interfaces 

allow for multiple forms of 
input data and connections 

into the platform. 

 

Phase two: Document assembly and preprocessing 

The second phase involves processing the captured Oracle data and converting 
it into deliverable documents. This phase also determines the unique rules 
governing how a document is delivered. This can include scheduled delivery, 
alternative recipients, notifications, and various formatting rules.  
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Phase Two: Using various 
tools like FCL, filter, 

embedded codes, or 
integrations to forms 

packages, Oracle data is 
transformed into documents 

based on content, 
transactional rules, and 

predefined templates. 

Phase three: Document distribution 

The third phase offers multiple redundant and automated methods of delivery. 
Depending on the implementation and requirements, documents can be sent as 
fax, email, to print devices or routed over the Internet during the third phase. In 
addition, certified and encrypted delivery options are also available.  
 

Phase Three: Multiple 
methods of information 

delivery, working in 
redundancy ensure reliable 

communications. 

 

Phase four: Reporting, Tracking and Monitoring 

Fax Server provides a variety of tracking and monitoring tools that can report on 
the status of business communications. Depending upon which Fax Server 
package is implemented and the notification requirements, there are different 
levels of notification capabilities available. Fax Server management tools can be 
customized for all aspects of message reporting and tracking. Delivery 
confirmations can also be presented in many forms, depending on success or 
failure of the sent document(s). 
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Phase Four: Reporting, 
tracking, and monitoring 

tools allow delivery 
confirmation, internal 

auditing for accounting 
purposes, and real-time 

status of document 
messages. 
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Fax Server Offerings 
Fax Server provides several solutions to meet diverse business needs and the 
best implementation method for different Oracle environments. Packages include: 

Open Text Fax Server, RightFax Enterprise  
Integration Edition 

An enterprise-wide solution ideal for companies seeking electronic fax and 
document distribution capabilities (including secure and encrypted email, fax, and 
Internet delivery) from multiple applications across their enterprise including 
Oracle, desktop, email, supply chain management, sales force automation, 
forms, and imaging systems. It includes the Open Text Fax Server, RightFax 
Enterprise Suite as well as advanced notification capabilities for dynamic 
document delivery status. 

Integration Module  

A midlevel production fax and electronic document distribution module that adds-
on to the Fax Server Enterprise Server for organizations that need to automate 
document delivery from multiple Oracle applications but do not require integration 
with other enterprise applications. 

Open Text Fax Server Business Integration Module 

An entry-level production fax and electronic document distribution solution for 
organizations with low-volume transactions that want to automate document 
delivery of business-critical documents from a single Oracle application. 
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Conclusion 
As a means to increase process automation efficiencies and improve overall 
business performance, extending the Oracle infrastructure to automate the 
exchange of information with customers, suppliers, and employees is proving to 
be an ideal method of leveraging efficient, cost-effective business 
communications. It provides automated, low-cost, real-time electronic document 
delivery directly from Oracle, enabling organizations to streamline 
communications and effectively deliver information to customers and suppliers. 
By incorporating Fax Server into their document delivery strategy, organizations 
can extend their process automation efficiencies to improve productivity, speed 
information exchange, and dramatically reduce the costs of document delivery 
from Oracle applications. 
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